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ment. Quite a well-developed tracheal system exists, especially
in Sminthurus and Sminthmides, with a pair of spiracles in the
head.

Papirius was originally placed by Lubbock in a separate
family. Sminihurinus corecus, a blind species, is found in
moles' nests.

SmintJiuridce are sometimes very abundant on the surface
of ponds and tanks. Some occur in spasmodic abundance on
plants, and are reported as destroying seedlings : such cases are
rare and unimportant.

NEELIDJE   (Megalothomcidce).
Antennae inserted on middle or anterior portion of head.
Coxae markedly longer than trochanters. Eyes absent.
Body globular, segments indistinct.
This family resembles the preceding one in general external
form, but differs in a number of points. One of the most
characteristic of these is the possession of very short antennsc,
which are only half the length of the head. The body is rather
bristly, but bears few hairs except in the anal region; the
metathorax is long, the furcula about twice the length of
the antennae, and there tare no eyes or post-antennal organs.
Apparently tracheae are wanting. The stomach differs from
that of other Colkmbola in consisting of a series of four cham-
bers. Only the first abdominal ganglion is present, and this
tends to become united with the last thoracic ganglion. The
maximum length of these creatures varies from -25 mm. to -56
mm.
Two genera are recorded, Neelus and MegalotJiorax; they
are generally found under bark, amongst dead sticks or in the
soil. (Genera Insectorum, 1906.)